Unveiled Sudan
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The summits of all the pyramids have been blown off with dynamite. This is the work of the Italian explorer Giuseppe Ferlini, who in 1834
came and pillaged the site, taking away priceless treasures.
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El Kurru, some pyramids are still half-buried pyramids. You can hardly make them out due to the erosion and sand.
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Hive tombs in |d Dongola. Made of bricks, they contain religious dignitaries and appear in the desert in groups of ten. The visit inside is
cut short by a bunch of bats attacking me.
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Traditionally, the water is available to everyone, but | decline the offer: it comes straight from the Nile!




Recently, the Sudan has
caught gold fever.
Thousands of amateur gold
diggers have come from all
over the country. A 24-kilo
gold nugget was found in
Akhanag, and ever since
It's been the gold rush.




I’'m invited to go to buy... shirt buttons. When they see my astonishment, they explain that | can use them to barter with the chef for local
dishes: beans, potatoes, stew, bread...
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Soleb temple site, discovered in 1844 and which is the work of Amenhotep the architect of the Luxor temple. Once nlght falls, the full
moon 's light makes the site seem unreal and magical. k , 7 -
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The old town of Suakin. It is estimated that trading started over 3000 years ago in the port. The Egyptians, followed by the Ottomans,
took over the place and turned it into a town that appears to be right out of the tales of the 1001 nights.
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In the 1930s, the town has been abandoned for Port Sudan and has dwindled into ruin even since
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The Rashaidas.They have a very bad reputation. They are said to be thieves,
human traffickers, armed and uncontrollable! They came from Saudi Arabia
over a hundred years ago and remain pure Arabs.
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Khatmiyah mosque. Beja warriors amused by the

presence of a foreigner on their territory, start jJumping around with

their sabers.
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It's 45°C, and the entrance of the two teams, “National Unity” and “Peace
and Development” drives the crowd even wilder.




Nuba wrestling tournament. It's an art form that is over 3000 years old and which is said to have to been very effective against the slave
traders during raids.
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Words and pictures Eric Lafforgue
+33633053451
lafforgue@mac.com




